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Community Woodland of the Year Award 2026
Entry Form
This award is open to self entry and nominations

Is this a self entry?		☐				or nomination?	☐
Self entry
	Name of main contact
	

	Relationship to woodland 
(owner, manager, agent)
	

	Postal address
	

	Tel / mobile number
	

	Email address
	



Nominated entry
	Name of nominator
	

	Nominator’s email
	

	Nominator’s mobile number
	

	Relationship to nominated organisation
	

	I HAVE informed the woodland’s main contact that I have nominated them.
	Yes/No?
	I WILL inform the woodland’s main contact that I’m nominating them.
	Yes/No?



Community Woodland 
	Name of woodland
	

	Total area of woodland (max. 200 hectares) **
	

	Location of woodland
	

	Nearest town 
	

	Details of rendezvous point (RVP)
	

	RVP OS grid reference (e.g. SH123987), postcode and w3w
	


** Where the woodland exceeds 200 hectares, the owner should designate a representative block or coherent unit up to a maximum of 200 hectares and show this clearly on the map.  
Supporting information
Please submit a 500 word statement explaining how the woodland meets the criteria for this award. 
Or if you prefer, please fill in the boxes below with detail.
	What are the objectives of management? 

Answer:




The judges are looking for projects that can demonstrate that they use trees, woods and forests to address two or more of the following: 

	1. Improve the places where people live 
e.g. strengthening sense of place, improving derelict and degraded land

Please explain how the woodland meets this criteria (if applicable):

Answer:





	2. Bring benefits to people 
e.g. health and well-being, education and training, sport and recreation

Please explain how the woodland meets this criteria (if applicable):

Answer:





	3. Strengthen communities 
e.g. diversity and inclusion, volunteering and active citizenship

Please explain how the woodland meets this criteria (if applicable):

Answer:





	4. Enhance biodiversity and the natural environment

Please explain how the woodland meets this criteria (if applicable):

Answer:





Entries should also show that these benefits are being supported though one or more of the following:

	1. Positive involvement of local people in the planning, management and enjoyment of the woodland

Please explain how the woodland meets this criteria (if applicable):

Answer:





	2. Provision of appropriate on-site infrastructure to facilitate public use 
e.g. paths, signage, interpretation, visitor facilities etc.

Please explain how the woodland meets this criteria (if applicable):

Answer:





	3. Appropriate information and outreach work 
e.g. leaflets, events, educational programmes, rangers etc.

Please explain how the woodland meets this criteria (if applicable):

Answer:





	4. Where appropriate demonstrate linkages between neighbouring sites 

Please explain how the woodland meets this criteria (if applicable):

Answer:





Please explain how the woodland:

	1. Demonstrates good governance

Answer:





	2. Demonstrates steps taken to ‘future proof’ the initiative

Answer:





	3. Demonstrates range, quality and benefits to people and place 

Answer:





	Map 
Please include a map 1:50,000 scale showing the area entered and the RVP clearly marked.




Declaration and signature
I wish to enter the Community Woodland of the Year Award.
	Signature

	


	Date

	



Entry Form and supporting documentation to be sent by email (preferred) to eif@rfs.org.uk or posted to RFS Excellence in Forestry Awards, The Hay Barns, Home Farm Drive, Upton Estate, Banbury, OX15 6HU.


Closing Date for Entries: 30 April 2026

Community Woodland of the Year Award 2026 is sponsored by the Woodland Trust
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