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Congregating electronically is no substitute for getting 
out into the woods. But 2020 has taught us that virtual 
meetings can bring something to the RFS party and will 
continue to do so even after normal hostilities resume 
this spring. Members were able to dial in from anywhere 
to enjoy Dr John Grimshaw’s outstanding NDG James 
Memorial lecture on Trees for the Future. And online 
training courses have also proved a great success. 

Much of the Royal Forestry Society’s educational effort 
was sideswiped by you know what during 2020 but the 
Junior Foresters Award went from strength to strength; 
and Teaching Trees is poised to bounce back at a time 
when it will be more important than ever to provide a little 
bit more for children who have drawn the short straw.

During a year when the tonic of personal interaction was 
so severely rationed, the gently made over Quarterly 
Journal of Forestry provided a tangible link to the real 
world which the ether does not really offer. Even without 
the usual flow of reports and photographs from divisional 

field meetings the editors provided wall to 
wall interest of the highest calibre. A new 
feature was the Research Review, edited by 
Freia Bladon, which summarised 11 recently 
published research papers on subjects relevant 
to members.

At a pivotal moment for forestry in this country 
the RFS contributed strongly to debate and 
consultation on forestry policy, often through 
strong alliances with other professional 
bodies. Forestry policy, along with woodland 
resilience and forestry skills, was a focus of our 
communications effort. 

Field meetings are our life blood and I 
am extremely grateful to all our divisional 
committee members who organise (and 
reorganise) them and to so many hosts who 
have allowed us to roll the 2020 schedule into 
2021. 

Our membership is on the increase because 
of what we offer to members and the wider 
world. That sense of belonging to something 
worthwhile is nurtured by our small, effective 
and unfailingly congenial group of staff at the 
RFS command module in Oxfordshire. The 
creation of that team has been just one of the 
manifold achievements of Simon Lloyd during 
his successful stint as our Chief Executive. 
We thank him profoundly and welcome his 
successor, Chris Williams, who will be stepping 
into some big shoes, which look as though 
they will be a good fit. 

A letter from the 
President

“Our membership is on the 
increase because of what we 

offer to members and the 
wider world: 

That sense of belonging to 
something worthwhile...”

- Sir James Scott



We are the RFS

Teaching Trees 
Education Officers reached 3,975 children through 128 sessions. 55% 
of these children were from schools in deprived communities or were 
children with special educational needs. 

Junior Foresters Award
This award gives an insight into a career in Forestry as well as the 
practical ability to assist in woodland management locally. 519 children 
completed the award with one of our Education Officers, and 7,500 
children were registered to take part with their schools.

Outdoor Learning Practitioner training
71 teachers were trained either in person or online, depending on 
restrictions. The training is designed to equip teachers to take groups 
for outdoor learning in their own school grounds or further afield, using 
Teaching Trees learning materials.

Forestry Roots
The third cohort of five Forestry Roots trainees were recruited and 
placed with RFS Member hosts. Trainees are given their first year of 
paid employment in forestry through the scheme and are supported 
remotely by the RFS. Special thanks to The ALA Green Charitable 
Trust for making this scheme possible. 

Student engagement
Over 100 Forestry, Arboriculture and Countryside Management 
students were engaged with through visits and presentations to 
colleges and universities.

Learning & Outreach

Our priorities
We are an educational charity inspiring passion and excellence in woodland management. We 
work with others to:
• Share learning and best practice through publications, woodland meetings, training, lectures 

and online resources for our members.
• Deliver forestry education for children and young people.
• Inform and inspire more people to pursue careers in forestry (and its allied sectors).
• Raise awareness of issues affecting woodlands to the government and media.
• Demonstrate responsible ownership through management of our RFS woodlands.

Our patron
Her Majesty The Queen

Our directors
President: Sir James Scott
Vice President: Ben Herbert
Immediate Past President: Andrew Woods
Chair of the Board of Trustees: Kitty Martin
Hon. Treasurer: Rodney Morgan-Giles
Amy Jackson
Andrew Shirley-Priest

Christine Cahalan
Craig Harrison
David Gwillam
James Hamilton Stubber
Rory Wardroper
Company Secretary: Simon Lloyd (until 
February 2021)

Our staff
Chief Executive: Simon Lloyd (until February 
2021)
Development Manager: Jen Turner
Learning & Outreach Manager: Becky 
Wilkinson
Future Foresters Programme Officer: Adam 
Pickles (until March 2021)
Finance Officer: Dawn Dewhurst

Membership Services Coordinator: Zoe 
Knight
Events Officer: Claire Street
Development Officer: Georgia Spooner (from 
January 2021)
Membership Services Administrator: Pat 
Sedgley

Extended support team
Communications Officer: Wendy Necar.
QJF Editorial Board: Julian Evans, Keith Kirby, Rik Pakenham, Alison Field.
QJF Co-Editors: Freia Bladon, Lesley Trotter.
E-News Editor: John Jackson. EIF Coordinator: Rachel Thomas.

Managing Agent, Hockeridge and Pancake Woods: John Morris.
Warden, Charles Ackers Redwood Grove at Leighton: David Williams 
(Until March 2021), Evelyn Over (from March 2021).

Managing Agents, Battram Wood: Native Forestry.
Teaching Trees team: Alice Parker, Barbara Brannigan, Dan Bean 
(from January 2021), Georgia Spooner, Jenny Everitt, Jemma Cuthbert, 
Jessica Lloyd, Nicki Jempson, Sara Brown (until July 2020) and Tim 
Kaye.



Our Finances
Summarised Statement of Financial Activities and Balance Sheet for the 
year ended 31 December 2020

These financial statements are only a summary of information derived from the charitable company’s 
annual accounts and may not contain certain information for a full understanding of the financial affairs of 
the charity. A copy of the full accounts and the trustee’s report can be obtained from the RFS Head Office 
or from www.rfs.org.uk

Unrestricted funds Income Expenditure Revenue Revaluation Transfers/ Inc./Dec.
Surplus/(Deficit) Gain/(Loss) Refunds in funds

Head Office 296,051        (288,991)   7,060              (99,014)     (353)        (92,307)     
Designated funds
Divisions 11,242          (6,254)       4,988              -                -              4,988        
Education 12,616          (39,803)     (27,187)           -                -              (27,187)     
Hay Barns -                    -                -                      -                -              -                
Battram Wood 7,615            (9,018)       (1,403)             -                -              (1,403)       
Hockeridge Woods 9,928            (3,167)       6,761              -                -              6,761        
Leighton Pollock 6,645            (3,596)       3,049              (7,171)       -              (4,122)       

Total 344,097        (350,829)   (6,732)             (106,185)   (353)        (113,270)   

Restricted funds
Duke of Cornwall 8,081            (1,727)       6,354              (4,379)       -              1,975        
Leslie Astle 634               (1)              633                 (1,488)       -              (855)          
NDG James 3,676            (3,106)       570                 (2,669)       -              (2,099)       
Spencer Bursary -                    (153)          (153)                -                -              (153)          
Teaching Trees 81,539          (44,269)     37,270            -                -              37,270      
Randle Travel 1,330            (806)          524                 (3,124)       -              (2,600)       
Viking 2,042            (1,280)       762                 (4,797)       -              (4,035)       
Future Foresters 128,011        (101,159)   26,852            -                -              26,852      
Wise About Woods 1,324            (1,677)       (353)                -                353         -                

Total 226,637        (154,178)   72,459            (16,457)     353         56,355      

Total - all funds 570,734        (505,007)   65,727            (122,642)   -              (56,915)     

Year ended 31st Dec 2019 583,018        (557,980)   25,038            131,922    -              156,960    

Summary Balance Sheet Dec 2020 Dec 2019
Property, woodland and fixed assets 311,906    311,507    
Investments 1,553,088 1,573,226 
Stocks 1,105        2,108        
Debtors 76,033      26,019      
Cash, current and deposit accounts 273,413    369,107    
Creditors (16,915)     (25,284)     
Subscriptions received in advance (30,763)     (31,901)     

2,167,867 2,224,782 
Unrestricted Restricted

Funds brought forward 1,759,705     465,077     2,224,782 2,067,822 
Result for the year (113,270)       56,355       (56,915)     156,960    
Funds carried forward 1,646,435     521,432     2,167,867 2,224,782 

15,173 views on YouTube

2 well received reports

The RFS at a glance
The generosity and flexibility of our members, supporters and 
volunteers has made all the difference in a very difficult year. In 
2020 the RFS welcomed

394 new members
The coronavirus pandemic put a stop to what promised to be a full schedule of membership and 
education events and projects in 2020. We are very grateful to our members, supporters and 
volunteers for standing with the Society during a difficult year. At the end of 2020 we had 3,618 
members (an increase from the previous year). Other highlights from 2020 are given below.

95,000 website visitors

The RFS saw increasing 
numbers of users (up by 
9.5% on the previous year), 
particularly in the spring 
and summer. Visitors to our 
website also stayed longer 
than in 2019. 

2020 saw an increase in our 
followers on Facebook (36%), 
Twitter (15.6%) and YouTube 
(38%). We also increased 
followers on Instagram, from a 
very low base, to 1,606. 

10 online events

18,748 followers

£257,000 for education250+ incredible volunteers

Generous donors and 
supporters gave us over 
quarter of a million pounds in 
gifts and legacies. We spent 
this money on education and 
careers support for children 
and adults.

3 consultation responses

RFS members’ views were 
represented to policy makers 
by responding to consultations 
on Defra’s Environmental Land 
Management Scheme (ELMS), 
the English Tree Strategy and 
Parliament’s Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs (ERFA) 
committee. 



Thank you
Our warmest thanks go to all our members, volunteers and the 
many donors and benefactors who have supported our work 
in 2020. We couldn’t do any of the work we do without our 
supporters.

If you would like to make a donation to one of our programmes, 
or if you would like to find out more about the work of the RFS 
please contact us.

The Royal Forestry Society
The Hay Barns, Home Farm Drive, Upton Estate,
Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX15 6HU

Tel: 01295 678588

Email: rfshq@rfs.org.uk

Visit us on the web at www.rfs.org.uk

Follow us on:
Twitter @royal_forestry
Facebook @RoyalForestrySociety
Instagram @royal_forestry

The RFS is a charitable company limited by guarantee incorporated 
in England and Wales. Company Reg: No. 5306975. 

Charity Reg: No. 306093.

Contact us


